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regarded "as the traditional vehicle of man's profoundest meta-
physical insights".31
Gandhiji is conscious that God is, strictly speaking, not a
person, but Truth, His own Law,32 yet he believes that God is
the personal God to those who need His touch, and a devotee
can, through prayer and purification, establish personal commu-
nion with Him. In his writings we find far greater stress on love
of God than on His functions of srishti and laya (creation and
destruction).
God is the Creator, the Ruler and the Lord of the Universe
and not a blade of grass moves but by His will.33
God is our judge, but He is long-suffering and patient and
issues warnings to us.34 He is also terrible. "He metes out the
same measure to us that we mete out to our neighbours. . . .
With Him ignorance is no excuse.5'35 On numerous occasions,
when Gandhiji felt that he had made a mistake, he also felt that
God had warned him, and he retraced his steps. Even natural
calamities, he believes, are no mere divine caprice but come to
mankind as just retribution for their sins.36
God is also the guide and the help of the helpless. A true
Vaishnava, Gandhiji was conscious of God every minute of his
life whether asleep or awake.37 He pined "to see God face to
face" and often had "had faint glimpses of the Absolute Truth,
God".38 It was an unbroken torture to him that he was far from
Him.39 He felt the sense of entire dependence on Him, humbly
sought His guidance and found that His voice had been
increasingly audible as the years rolled by.40 In the darkest
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34 T. /., III, p. 178.
35 r. /., I, p. 497.
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